Discussion Board Rubric

	Criteria
	“A” (90-100) or 4pts
Outstanding
	“B” (80-89) or 3pts
Proficient
	“C” (70-79) or 2pts
Basic
	“D/F” (0-69) or 0-1pt
Below Expectations

	Critical Thinking
	· Rich in content
· Full of thought, insight, and analysis
	· Substantial information
· Thought, insight, and analysis has taken place
	· Generally competent
· Information is thin and commonplace
	· Rudimentary and superficial
· No analysis or insight is displayed

	Connections
	· Clear connections to previous or current content
· Clear connections to real-life situations
	· Connections are made
· Not really clear or too obvious
	· Limited, if any connections
· Vague generalities
	· No connections are made
· Off topic

	Uniqueness
	· New ideas 
· New connections
· Made with depth and detail
	· New ideas or connections
· Lack depth and/or detail
	· Few, if any new ideas or connections
· Rehash or summarize other postings
	· No new ideas
· “I agree with …” statements

	Timeliness, Promptness,

and Initiative
	· All required postings
· Posts early and throughout discussion
· Consistently responds to postings in less than 24 hours
· Demonstrates good self-initiative
	· All required postings
· Some not in time for others to read & respond 
· Responds to most postings within a 24 hour period
· Requires occasional prompting to post
	· All required postings 
· Most at the last minute without allowing for response time
· Responds to most postings several days after initial discussion
· Limited initiative
	· Some, or all, required postings missing
· Does not respond to most postings
· Rarely participates freely

	Stylistics
	· Consistently uses grammatically correct posts with rare misspellings or stylistic errors
	· Few grammatical, spelling errors or stylistic errors are noted in posts 
	· Several grammatical or stylistic errors
· Errors interfere with content
	· Obvious/gross grammatical or stylistic errors
· Makes understanding impossible 
· Posts appear “hasty”

	Relevance of Post
	· Consistently posts topics related to discussion topic
· Cites additional references related to topic
	· Frequently posts topics that are related to discussion content
· Prompts further discussion of topic
	· Occasionally posts off topic

· Most posts are short in length and offer no further insight into the topic
	· Posts topics which do not relate to the discussion content
· Makes short or irrelevant remarks

	Expression within the post
	· Expresses opinions and ideas in a clear and concise manner with obvious connection to topic
	· Opinions and ideas are stated clearly with occasional lack of connection to topic.
	· Unclear connection to topic evidenced in minimal express of opinions or ideas
	· Does not express opinions or ideas clearly

· no connection to topic

	Contribution to the Group/

Learning Community
	· Aware of needs of community
· Frequently attempts to motivate the group discussion
· Presents creative approaches to topic
	· Frequently attempts to direct the discussion and to present relevant viewpoints for consideration by group
· Interacts freely
	· Occasionally makes meaningful reflection on group’s efforts
· Marginal effort to become involved with group
	· Des not make effort to participate in learning community as it develops
· Seems indifferent


